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The Progreſs of Moral Corruption, 


1 COR. v. 6, Latter part. 


KNOW YE NOT, THAT A LITTLE LEAYEN LEAs 


VENETH THE WHOLE LUMP, 


S the city of Corinth ſtood in a very ad- 


merce, it was natural to expect, that wealth 
would be ſpeedily accumulated, and bring with 
it its uſual train, luxury, effeminacy, and every 
other corruption of morals. This was actually 
the caſe, if univerſal hiſtory may be credited: 
for the inhabitants became infamous for their 
depraved and vicious conduct. Fornication was 
practiſed among them to ſuch a degree, that to 


live as à Corinthian did was a familiar proverb 
in the neighbouring ſtates, And it is well 


known to men acquainted with the Greek lan- 
guage, that the ancients expreſt adultery ® by a 
word derived from the city of Corinth. 


* Kogubiagev, 
A 2 | L ef 


vantageous ſituation for extenſive com- 
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Let me drop a reflection here, before I pro- 
ceed. How illuſtrious is the power of the goſ- 
pel, and what an argument will it furniſh of its 
truth, energy, and divine ſupport, that it could 
be planted with ſueceſs amidſt the banners of 
Satan | Corinth, once ſo remarkable for the ſo- 
phiſtry of its rhetoricians, and the debauchery 
of its inhabitants; afterwards became diſtinguiſn- 
ed for the open profeſſion of the chriſtian faith, 
which has been defined with great juſtice, a doc- 
trine according to godlineſs . St. Paul reſided 
there with peculiar ſatisfaction, preaching the 

gofpel in public, and prevailing in oppoſition 
to the wit of cavillers, and the lewdneſs of the 
times. 


However, the converts to chriſtianity were 
not wholly faultleſs. Errors crept in among 
them, which determined the apoſlle to write 
this Hirt and excellent epiſtle. In the former 
part of it, he rebukes them for ſubſtituting the 
names of fallible men in the room of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who'is appointed by the Father the ſole head and 
king of the church. This fundamental prin- 
ciple they had entirely overlooked, and, with an 
unchriſtian zeal, were ſplitting into parties and 
factions. One ſaid, I am of Paul; another, 7 


* 1 Tim. vi. 3. 
am 
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am of Apollos; a third, I am of Cephas *; for- 
getting that the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts were 
men of like paſſions with themſelves, deſigned 
by Providence not to lord it over their faith, 
but only to be helpers of their joy. Is it not 
ſtrenge, that ſuch a blind and irrational ſpiric 
could ſo early manifeſt itſelf in the Redeemer's 
Church, which from that day to the preſent has 
never been utterly extinguiſhed ? I muſt be free 
to aſſert, that every name ſhould be aboliſhed, 
when we are ſpeaking of creeds and opinions, 
except that of Feſus of Nazareth. We ought 
to place no dependance on Councils or Synods, 
upon this or the other Reformer, but reſt ſatis- 
fied with the name firſt given at Antioch— 
Chriſtians +. 


St. Paul having corrected this error, proceeds 
in the $//4 chapter ſeverely to reprimand them 
for a much groſſer fault: a fault not ſo much 
as named among the Gentiles, who, commonly 
ſpeaking, were as depraved and vicious as hu- 
man nature can be ſuppoſed. In their public 
aſſemblies there was a perſon who had either 
married or committed fornication with his fa- 
ther's wife, and it appears from ſome circum- 
ſtances in the hiſtory, that his father was living 


at 


„1 Cb. 12 v. + Ads xi. 26. 
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at the time. Now, you are told in the ſecond 
verſe, that the church paid no proper regard to 
this deteſtable fact: inſtead. of paſſing cenſure, 
they actually gloried, and were puffed ap on its 
account.— This probably aroſe from the extra- 
ordinary qualifications, genius and learning of 
the inceſtuous perſon. Some think he was a 
man of ſuperior fortune, a leader in one of thoſe 

factions I have juſt taken notice of. Many 
are of opinion, that he had great popular talents, 

and ſhone with peculiar luſtre in the debates of 
Philoſophy and religion. And ſuppoſing this 
to be true: Is the aggravation of guilt an admiſ- 

ſible plea for its connivance? Surely, in propor- 

tion as his rank was conſpicuous, his example 

muſt have been deſtructive. He ought, in order to 

convince them, to have been made a public warn- 

ing toothers, that however rich, learned, careſſed 

or popular, there is impartiality in the religion we 

profeſs, purity in its laws, and jealouſy in its fol- 

lowers. Indeed, the honour of the whole Chriſtian 

church demanded puniſhmenton theguilty. The 

credit of a new ſyſtem, which both Jews and Hea- 

thens united to perſecute, required circumſpec- 

tion, vigilance and godly fear among thoſe who 

embraced it. But the Corinthians, by their 

ſhameful ſupineſs in this matter, offended both 

God and man, in as much as they hindered the 

IE progreſs 


Wa 
rogrels of religion, in ſome degree hurt-the 
minds of the ſerious, and, if I may ſoſpeak, were 
corrupting the ſtream at the fountain *. 


The Apoſtle, therefore, might, well 8 
in the fixth verſe, Your glorying is not good 2 
know ye not, that a little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump ? As if he had ſaid, ** 80 far from 
% commending your treatment of the guilty 
“ profeſſor, 1 abhor and condemn it. Such an 
e inſtance of groſs ſenſuality, from a man of 
& his rank and figure, may become a precedent 
« to others, and eſpecially to young perſons. 
« T hey will plead and imitate his pattern, and 
« as he corrupted them, they likewiſe will cor- 
„ rupt the community. | grant he is but one in- 
« dividual : but that oze, like an infected ſheep, 
« may ſpread peſtilence and death through the 
e flock. Or take, if you pleaſe, another fami- 
« liar inſtance; will not a ſmall quantity of 


66 leaven 


Pp > Leſt ſome readers ſhould thisk the apoſtles denuneĩa- 
tion ſevere or wnjuſtifiable, when he delivers over the inceftu= 
ous perſon to ſatan, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
among various ſolutions of the difficulty which learned men 
have propoſed, the following ſeems to be moſt generally 
approved of. To azliver to ſatan is a Scripture paraſe, 
« for praying to God, that he would afflit the guilty with 
«« ſome bodily diſorder, which might be inſtrumental of re- 
« forming the ſoul.” Compare job. ii 4, 5, 6, 7. 2 Cor. 
X11, 7. 1 Tim. i. 20. Vid. Grot. in loc. 


CE 3 
t leaven' be ſufficient to ferment and change a 


* much larger quantity of meal? Thus it is in 


« civil and religious ſocietics ; one bad profeſ- 
* ſor may corrupt and deſtroy the church; eſ- 
0 pecially if wealth and honour, ability and ſta- 
« tion exalt him into public view, and by giv- 
hoy ing him greater power, render him more per- 
* nicious.“ 


From theſe words, which may be conſidered 
as a proverbial ſaying *, I ſhall make only four 
obſervations, defigned to illuſtrate the text in 
the form of examples. You may apply this 
moral ſentiment to States—Churches—Families 
—and Individuals. 


I. You may apply the proverb to the cor- 
ruption of States. A remark which may be 
exemplified, without ſhewing partiality to any 
kind of political principles ; and you will do me 
great injuſtice, if you overlook a caution of this 
nature. Perhaps, there never exiſted a ſtate 
under heaven, whether among Jews, Pagans, 
Chriſtians, or Mahometans, which has not been 
corrupted more or leſs by /mall beginnings, and 

ſuffered 


That St. Paul intended them as ſuch, may be inferred 
from his adopting the ſame alluſion in his epiſtle to the 
Galatians, See 5 Ch. g ver. 
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faffcred, material injury from the cotidut of 
them in power, or thoſe in ſubjection. Sedi- 
tion may ſpring from the heart of à private 
perſon, and from thence be conveyed by inns 
merable channels to the neighbourhood, the 
town, the city, or the country. On the other 
han arbitrary and oppreſſive meaſures may 
originate i in a cloſet, and quickly be diſſemi- 
nated through the empife. A ſpirit of bribery” 
may begin from the conduct of an individual, 
and others following his ſteps {ball tun into the 
ſame exceſs of riot. Luxury may owe its exiſt- 
ence to the pattern of a few, and, through the 
prevalence of imitation, be copied by thouſands. 
Every public diſorder might probably be traced 
up. to an inſignificant ſource. The hiſtory of 
Greece and Rome may convince. us, that the 
world is commonly led by a handful of people; 
and the books of the Old Teftamene make it 
plain t to a demonitration, x that rhe corruption of 
a court was the ruin of the multitude. 


When Alexander conquered Perks, and was 
extravagantly fond of its luxuries, not only the 
nobles, but even the populace; were fo too. On 
the contrary, Abſa/rm was rebellious againſt 
his father David, and had many to follow him. 

Abab was wicked and abandoned, ahd there 


bs Verse 
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were numbers to keep him in countenanbe, be- 
cauſe they were ſeduced by his example. Fero- 
baam was given to idolatry, and he made all 
the ee of the congregation of [fracl idolaters. 


| Thus our firſt point is briefly eſtabliſhed. | 


II. This proverb is applicable to the corrup- 
tion of churches : either in doctrine, diſcipline; 
modes of worſhip, or matters of practice. 
The (greateſt errors have been imbibed from 
the lips of miniſters, and the moſt ſad declen- 
fions from piety and virtue by the batieful ef- 
fects of their corrupt example. If this be de- 
nied, how comes it to paſs, that, in the writings 
of the ancient Prophets, the wickedneſs of the 
Jews is frequently attributed to the licentiouſ- 
neſs and irreligion of the tribe of Leti? It is 
a painful reflection indeed, but too well ſup- 
ported by eccleſiaſtical hiftory, that moſt of the 
depraved ſyſtems of religion, which have ob- 
tained in the world, have arifen from the bi- 
gotry, weakneſs, or mercenary ſpirit of the 
prieſthood, Our Saviour tells us, alluding to 
the ignorance of a publick teacher, that if tbe 
blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch*. 


* Mat. XV, 14. 
But 
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But do n# miſtake me.— Think not, that 
the corruption of churches ariſes ſolely from 
them who bear the veſſels of the ſanctuary. A 
great deal may be traced to a more ſecret 
ſpring. Much may be accounted for in the 
diſpoſition and practice of individual members: 
not only one perſon has thrown a ſociety into 
confuſion, but a private perſon, of obſcure ta- 
lents, and ignoble character. Inſtances of this 
kind are numerous, particularly in the country, 
for reaſons too obvious to be mentioned. But 
wherever the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, to gra- 
tify their ſelfiſnneſs, or promote ſome ſiniſter 
end, whether it be through ignorance or ill- 
nature,. - through zeal without knowledge, or 

viſhneſs without reſtraint—ſpread their pri- 
yate diſſatisfaction, and foment ſchiſms and miſ- 
underſtanding in a ſociety, then are they charge- 
able with the ſpirit and practice condemned by 
the Apoſtle—the very ſpirit which ſo much of- 
fended him in the Corinthian church. Such 
will do well to remember that beautiful obſer- 
vation of Solomon, ihe beginning of ftrife is like 
the letting out of water; therefore ceaſe from 
ſtrife before it be meddled with, In ſhort, he 
muſt be a very careleſs ſpectator of mankind, 
who needs to be informed, that the Church of 
Chriſt, in all ages, is greatly hurt in irs morals, 


B 2 purity, 
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Purity. and peace, by the irregular depottment 
df various profeſſors, It is firſt carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, and the cun; 
ning craftineſs of them who lie in wait to de- 
ceive . Then it is corrupted by wicked ex- 
amples, or made ſubſervient to worldly and a- 
erative deſigns, until it has filled up the mea- 
ſure of its iniquity, To whatever ſource the 
evil be aſcribed, a bad example has generally 
more influence than a good one. Perhaps, be- 
cauſe it bumours the intereſt, and gratifies the 
paſſioas of men: or ſuch is the power of cuſ- 
tom, that we gradually forget the deformity 
which once alarmed and offended us—we are 
reconciled—we approve we imitate. In the 
mean time, the pattern of goodneſs is al- 
moſt wholly neglected, and ſuffered to droop 
and wither in the ſhade. Though we cooly, 
commend, we are not diſpoſed to adopt it +. 
Thus I think it evident, and the authority of 
ſcripture will ſupport me, © one ſinner deſtroy- 
eth much good +.” Or, to cite the words of 
Menander, as quoted by the Amar in this 


_ * Eph. iv, 14. | 
| + Probitas laudatur et alſet. Juvenal, Sat. i, 74. 


t Ecc. ix, 18. 


Epiſtle 


1 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians “, © Evil communi- 
&* cations corrupt good manners f.“ 


III. This proverb may be applied to the ſitu- 
ation of Families. Nothing is more common 
than the corruption of a houſe from the beha- 
viour of one of its branches; and you may lay 
this down as a general principle, that if ſtates 
and churches are capable of infection from a 
private quarter, much more will families be 
ſubject to this growing evil. The ſmaller the 
circle, the ſtronger the contagion. In this caſe, 
example is continually before their eyes, and in- 
treaty may be renewed from day to day: it is 
ſcarcely poſſible to avoid the very breath of 
danger; for if a man is not ſafe at home, whi- 
ther ſhall he flee for ſecurity ? Is it likely that 
children will oppoſe the advice of a father, or 
reſiſt the pattern of a mother? If the parents 
are fond of pleaſure and gaiety devoted to the 
world, and unconcerned about the intereſt of 

® 15 ch. 33 v. 

+ This ſentiment of the Greek tragedian is dali to the 
following lines of Theognis of Megara. 


Ech ue tyap Gn tale labnc tal nw de ax 
Eugpuaxhie, ro“ x roy E0VT & vo. 


*. 347 5» 
reli- 
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xeligion—is there any probability, in the judg- 
ment of ſober reaſon, that their ring x will be 
wiſer or better ? 


How many flies can witneſs the ah of 
what I am now ſaying ? How many children 
can lay the ſource of their wickedneſs and mi- 
ſery at the door of parents and guardians ? 
How. -many apprentices and ſervants have been 
ruined for both worlds, by the luxury, giddineſs, 
Prophane converſation, and irreligious deport- 
ment of their maſters? How many young peo- 
ple once innocent and lovely once healthy 
and virtuous once attractive and applauded— 
are now become infamous, wretched, abandoned, 
and deſperate And to what do they trace it? 
To nothing more, than the diſpoſition and prac- 
tice. of thoſe, with whom their tender age was 
entruſted. They lived in houſes where the du- 
ties of family- religion were neglected; where 
the word of God was accounted a foreign mat- 
ter; where the ſabbath was made a day of con- 
venience or pleaſure, and every thing valuable 
and eternal was ſacrificed at the ſhrine of empty 
amuſement, or deſpicable extravagance,—Be- 
hold another fatal inſtance of the Apoſtle 8 

obſervation ! 


IV. The 
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I. The remark in our text may be illytes; 
ted in the caſe of Individuals. This is the laſt. 
propoſition I ſhall ſuggeſt, but not leſs i impor- 
tant than any of the preceding. We ought; 
to be alarmed, without doubt, at the progreſs, 
of vice, through the private or public ranks. of 
ſociety ; and it is to the honour of David, that 
he could appeal to the great Searcher of Heatts. 
% Rivers of water run down my eyes, becauſe 


« they keep not thy law *. However, it ben 
comes us to. uſe =" ination, as well, as 
indulge ſympathetic mourniog for others. And 
if on this ſubje& I can ſay. nothing new, per- 
haps 1 may be allowed the apology of Sir Mil. 
liam 7 emple, who wrote the following preface 
to a plain and uſeful volume, If I cannot; 
& teach men more than they know, poſſibly; I 
may lead them to con/ider more than they do," 2. 


The mind of man has been e | 
ancient and modern writers, to a city or commu- 
nity. Now the members of this community are 
various, and their office totally different. But 
if any one of them is corrupt and degenerate, 
that infection may contaminate the reſt. I 
ſhould imagine; that few ſinners have experi- 


pf. cxix, 36. 
enced 
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enced an univerſal depravity all at oneé “. 
Shrely, every faculty was not undermined and, 
vitiated in a moment. There vas a time, when 
they had better thoughts and purer affections, 
more chaſte ideas and wiſer purpoſes than they 
can pretend to not. The corruption was gra- 

bal and imperceptible : it ſtole upon them, as 
a mortification ſpreads through the natural body. 
when à limb is affected, rhe blood is preſently ; 
changed; then the fintr veſſels are injured; the, 
gutward appeatance of the diſorder increaſes i, 
the mottiſitation riſes higher and higher till at 
length it has ſeized the vitals, and deſtroyed the 
man. Thus in Morals: the leaven of iniquity. 
winds itſelf through the different regions > the 
ſoul, paſſing from the underſtanding to the af 
fections; it over- clouds and darkens the one, 
it inflames and poiſons the other. Therefore the 
royal preacher admoniſhed his young diſciple; 
« Keep thine heart with all diligence, for out 
« of it are the iſſues of life. Ponder the path. 
<« of thy feet; and let all thy ways be eſtabliſh- 
ed. Turn not to the right hand, nor to the 
« left ; remove thy foot from evil +,” 


92 


Nen repente fuit turpiſimus. | 
Juv, Sat; ii, 83. 
+ Prov. iv; 23, &. 
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If we ſet any value upon Reputation, for the 
fine reaſon that we would not fall into ſeanda- 
lous offences, we ſhould aſfſiduouſly watch againſt 
the ſmaller. As, on the contrary, he that breaks 
through the refinements and nicer boundaries 
of virtue, will, in a Few months, or, at the lateſt, 
in a few years, diſſolve and antlihilate the re- 
moteſt fences of a good character. But ſuppoſe 
our conduct an abſolute ſecret to men and an- 
gels, or which comes to the ſame, let the idea 
of reputation be baniſhed from the human 
breaſt,.—is it therefore a matter bf trivial impor- 
tance, whether we guard the avenues of the 
heart, or indulge the riſings of ſin? Have we 
taken up the creed of an Atheiſt, and believe 
there is neither a righteous God, nor a future 
reckoning ?—It cannot be. Let us then, af- 
ter the pattern of Moſes, live © as ſeeing him 
& that is inviſible,” ahd, under the perſuaſion of 
his impartial judgment; eradicate as much as 
poſſible the firſt appearances of evil. Either we 
muſt conquer bis, or it will get the maſtery of 
ws, If the weeds are not extracted from a 
gorn- field, they will ſoon over - power and de- 
ſtroy the grain. He that yields to a ſmall 
temptation, little ſuſpects what miſchief and 
ruin he brings upon. . himſelf : that every com- 
pliance Rrengrhens the force of ſeduction, and 
A dimi- 
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diminiſhes the native vigour of the mind; chat 
habit increaſes by indulgence, and a three-fold 
cord is not eaſily broken; that familiarity with 
fin utterly extinguiſhes the love of God, zeal in 
his ſervice, and delight in his ordinances ; and 
where the love of God is extirpated; or devotion 
finks into formality, the agency of his holy fpi- 
Fit is withdrawn, and man is left to ſtruggle 
by himſelf amidſt the toſſing waves of appe- 
tite, and the dreadful rocks of temptation—like 
a ſhip torn from her eable.— s it any wonder, 
that, in ſuch a caſe, we deſcend to actions, the 
yery name. of which would formerly have pe- 
triſied the ſoul with horror? Was not this the 
caſe with Hazael, who, when the prophet fore- 
told his cruel murder of the Iſraelites, ſtartled 
back in indignation, ſaying, © What ! is thy 
„ ſervant @ dog, that he ſhould do this great 
* thing* !“ — ou know the ſequel of the 
ſtory—that he lived ta perpetrate what he 
thought impoſſible. 


Thus, I am perſuaded, it would be of fervice 
to the world, and to young perſons in parti- 
'eular, to know the real hiſtory of moſt veteran 
ſinners: to hear them defcribe the innocent 
amuſements of youth, and the fad guilty re- 
flections of old age: and to mark with preci- 


* 2 Kings, viil, 13. c 
On 


[9] 

ſion by what gentle ſteps they deviated from the 
line of- virtue, till, weary of fruitleſs reſolves, 
they at laſt give up the very thoughts of amend- 
ment, and deſcended into the loweſt grave of 
infamy and wretchedneſs, Such a deduction of 
particulars would corroborate the Apoſtle's ob- 
ſervation to @ degree, which perhaps none in 
this aſſembly can at. preſent conceive.—But it 
is time to make ſome practical Reflections. 


This ſubje& does honour to the Chriftian Re- 
velation : for inſtead of merely reproving the 
exceſſes of a guilty life, it lays the axe at the 
root of iniquity, and requizes ug: to © abſtain 
from all appearance of evil“. 


Here is uſeful warning to miniſters ; that they 
„ handle not the word of God deceitfully, but 
* by manifeſtatian of the truth, commend them- 


*« ſelves to every man's conſcience in the fighe 
* of God +, 


Religious Societies may collect inſtruction 
from hence; that they do nothing to fruſtrate 
the great ends of their aſſembling together, but, 
as the Apoſtle adviſes, let them conſider one 
* another to provoke unto love and to good 
© works 4.” 


* 13 Th. v, 22. f 2 Cor. iv, 2. Þ Heb. x, 24. 
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The Heads of Families may derive benefit 
from this ſhort but comprehenſive. maxim, 
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. They 
will be careful what example they ſet before the 
eyes of the young, and cautious not to inflame 
the humours of children by indulgence, nor ſow 
the ſeeds of future vanity, which muſt end in 
mortification, if not in abſolute ruin, What- 
ever you perceive amiſs in their temper or be- 
haviour, you 'will treat it after the manner of a 
wiſe and faithful phyſician, who, obſerving 
the firſt ſymptoms of diſorder, endeavours to 
cruſh it in its infancy “.“ Is it neceſſary to re- 
mind you, that the proper government of a fa- 
mily is mentioned in fcripture, by the Great 

od himſelf, as the ultimate reaſon of that 
favour and friendſhip which diſtinguiſhed the 
life of the believing patriarch ? © All the na- 
« tions of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in Abraham ; 
« for I know bim, that he will command his 
« children and his houſehold after him, and 
« they ſhall keep 'the way of the Lord, to do 
« juſtice and judgment F.“ | 

* Venienti occurrile morbo. Perſ. Sat. iii, 64. 


+ Gen. xviii, 18, 19.—Tt is related of Crates, an ancient 
. that he was wont to ſay, that if he could get 
p to the higheſt place in the cit”, he would lift up his 
video and make proclamation—** What mean you, fel- 
* low citizens, that ye turn every ſtone to ſcrape wealth 
« together, and take. ſo little care of your children, to 

10 dom « one day * muſt E 9 
Such 
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Such as are employed in the work of Ele- 
cation may "receive great incouragement from 
what has been offered. It ſhould ſtrengthen 
their hands, and animate their pious zeal, 
However difficult the taſk; or, in the eye of ſu- 
perficial judges, however peglected and deſpiſed, 
he is the beſt friend to his country, his king, 
and his God, who forms the riſing generation 
to principles of ſound kiidwledgs, extenſive 
candour, and univerſal righteouſnels. 


Perſons in early life may carry away with 
them ſome moral and beneficial rules of con- 
duct. They learn what caution is neceſſary to 
avoid the firſt declenſion from innocence, * leſt 
they be hardened through the deceitfulneſs 
« of ſin“.“ It is their duty to ſhun every place, 
"ſeaſon, or company, which, by corrupting their 
principles, might quickly tarniſh, and, at laſt, 
2 their morals. As it is expreſſed in the 

Apocrypha, * He that deſpiſeth little things, 
« ſhall'fall by little and little +.” Thoſe paſ- 
ſions may be ſubdued at teen or twenty, which, 
without proper reſtraint, will afterwards be- 
come the tyrants of the ſoul. Therefore follow 
the excellent advice of Pythagoras, a o the 


(FX $I « 
* Heb, i iii, 1 3. 7 Eecl. xix, 1. 
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be bg way of life, and cuſtom. will make it the 
** moſt” pleaſant.” Remember the weakneſy 
and inſtability of hyman nature, and improve 
this circumſtance to the pious defign of walk- 
ing. bumbly with God.—lnimitably tender is 
the condeſcention of the Deity, as expreſſed b 

the mouth of his ſervant, © Wilt thou not, 
ye 2 this time, cry unto me, my Father, thau 

art the guide of my-youth *.? | 


» 


But not to dwell on theſe ks hints,—— 
I truſt what has been delivered evinces the im- 
portance of that benevolent inſtitution, for which 
you have now appointed me an adugeate, 5 


# 


| This ſchool was firſt eſtabliſhed in he year 
1687, in the reign of King James the Second, 
when various attempts were made to introduce 
the errors, abſurdities,- and cruel uſurpations of 
Popery, In particular, a ſchool was ſet up by 
one Poulton, a Jeſuit, and public notice was gi- 
ven, that he would inſtruct the children of the 
poor gratis: a very artful method of bring- 
ing them over to, that anti- chriſtian form of 
Religion. Upon which Mr. Arthur Shallet, 
Mr. Samuel Marburten, and Mr. Ferdinands 
Holland, laid the foundation of this ſchool in 


Þ Jer. iii, 4. 
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 Gravel:lane; Southwark, that poor children might 
de inſtructed in the principles of the proteſtànt 
faith. The number of the ſcholars was origi- 
nally forty, but, ſince that time, has gradually 
increaſed, and is now two hundred. It is faid 
to be the firſt ſchool in which proteſtant diffen- 
ters had any concern, The children are in- 
ſtructed in reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
without any expence to their parents; the girls 
are taught to ſew and knit; and all are furniſh- 
ed with ſpelling-books, catechiſms, and teſta- 
ments. | | 


Since © the liberal foul deviſeth liberal 
things *,” it cannot be doubted, that the 
friends of rational piety and proteſtantiſm, will 
exert themſelves in behalf of this good and 
taudable inſtitution. © The cultivation of the 
mind 1s infinitely more imporrant, than whether 
the outward frame be expoſed in rags, or clad 
in ermine and gold. Survey, my friends, the 
miſerable croud from whence theſe- happy chil- 
dren have been gathered. God forbid, that ! 
fhould indiſcriminately repreſent them al as 
corrupt and vicious! Families may be found in 
the loweſt claſs of men, who take care of the 
morals of their children, though they cannor 


I. xxxii, 8. 
clothe 
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clothe their bodies. But what is the protniley: 
ous throng, which generally fills, up the lower 
orders of life? Look into the. ſtreets; and let 
their words and. actions decide their prevailing 
| character. Will reaking the ſabbath, de- 
ſpiſing | the ordinan s of religion, uſing the 
name of God in port or blaſphemy, together 
with horrid i imprecations,, drunkenneſs; and ob- 
ſcenity—will not theſe juſtify the application of 
that ſcripture phraſe, * They live without God 
< in the world ?” But what can be expected 
from the unhappy offspring of ſuch irreligious 
parents ? My heart bleeds for their danger. 
Devoid of proper inſtruction, they are not᷑ fit 
for employment, nor likely to get bread with 
honeſty. They begin the world under the 
greateſt diſadvantages, if ignorance, neglect, bad 
examples, and unreſtrained paſſions, can be cal- 
led ſuch. Whatever they ſee or hear increaſes 
this moral diſorder. They have no friends to 
correct their habits, and; could they read, they. 

have no proper books to improve their under- 
ſtanding. Thus the corruption is progreſſive, 
ſpeedy, and fatal, as 4 little leaven leavencth the 


_ whole lump. 


But let us turn to a more engaging ſcene: 


Would to God I could do it juſtice, for that 
might 
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might not only promote the intereſt of the cha- 
tity, bur illuſtrate in general the precious fruits 
of a wiſe and ſerious education. It might ren- 
der parents more cireumſpect and diligent in 
this great work, which I do not heſitate to call 
rhe nobleſt end of life. And where perſons have 
been bleſſed with this valuable, endowment, it 
might increaſe their ſenſe of gratitude, both to 
friends on earth, and our common Father in 
Heaven,——Conceive then of a youth leaving 
this nurſery of religion, and making his entrance 
upon the wide world. His paſſions, being go- 
verned in childhood, are rendered tractable and 
ſubmiſſive as he grows up into life. Having 
ſtored his mind with moral and devotional prin- 
Giples, theſe in futurity will often occur to his 
temembrance, and prove the guardians of his 
virtue, amidſt the temptations of the wicked. 
When the baits of pleaſure are luring him into 
the forfeiture of innocence, he can reply, with 
the manly ſpirit of Joſeph, how can I do this 
« great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God“? In 
the buſineſs or ſtation aſſigned him by Provi- 
dence, for which this ſchool was a means cf 
preparing him, he will join indefatigable in- 
duſtry to inflexible faithfulneſs, having learnt, 
in this friendly aſylum, that every hour brings 


Gen. xx$12, 9. 
D with 
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with it its incumbent duties, and that idlenefs 
is the deſtruction both of body and ſoul. He 


ſets out with habits formed and riveted on the 
ſide of virtue, and is not enſlaved, like the 
common herd of unthinking mortals, by the 
fetters of accuſtomed vice. You that were 
once his benefactors, were careful to ſuppreſs 
the ſymptoms of moral turpitude, and, by pre- 
cept, example, and prayers, with the bleſſing of 
God, prevented much bitter repentance, perhaps 
many fruitleſs tears. Under your patronage he 
learnt to be humble and wiſe ; wiſe in the beſt 
ſenſe of the term, for the fear of the Lord is the 
* beginning of wiſdom, and a good underſtanding 
* have all they that keep his commandments*,” 
You inſtructed him in the great duties of piety 
and reſignation, juſtice, mercy, and love. You 
taught him to do all the good he can to others, 
though his ſituation in life ſhould be obſcure. 
And whatever character he may afterwards aſ- 
ſume, as a huſband, father, or friend, methinks 
I fee him filling up the circle of domeſtic offices 
with integrity and uſefulneſs, and, when called 
to reſign this uncertain breath, he dies with ele- 
vated hopes of a glorious immortality.— Thrice 
happy effect of this worthy inſtitution !—Ages 
unborn may experience its beneficial tendency, 


®* Pl, exi, 10. 4 
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and childrens children © ſhall riſe. up and call 
you bleſſed,” having derived from this over- 
flowing fountain their principles of truth, vir- 
tue, and religion. If ſacred authority be neceſ- 
ſary to confirm theſe ſcattered hints, we may cite 
with pleaſure thoſe memorable words of Solo- 
mon, Train up a child in the way he ſhould 
go, and when he is old, he will not depart 
* from it *.” Or, if promiſes can win more 
than arguments, © Bleſſed is he that conſidereth 
* the poor, the Lord will deliver him in the 
* time of trouble . -In as much as ye have 
* done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my 
„ brethren, ye have done it unto me 4.“ 


But to enlarge is needleſs : your appearance 
in this place to- day beſpeaks the liberality of 
your hearts. By adding tenderneſs of charity 
to warmth of devotion, you introduce the year as 
becomes men and Chriſtians. In this ſenſe you 
remind me of the pious Centurion, whoſe cha- 
rafter bore the ſignature of heaven—* His 
e prayer and his alms came up before God for a 


Prov. xxii, 6. ——- Thus Horace obſer ves. 


Quo ſemel eſt imbuta recens ſervabit odorem 
Teſta diu. Lib. 1, Ep. ii, 69. 


+ Pi. xli, 1. t Mat. xxv, 4. 


i memo- 
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* memorial *.”” While you breathe his ſpirit, 
may you enjoy his felicity; and may the Lord 
bleſs and keep you, and, throygh all the ſcenes 
of this chequered life, which paſſeth away as 4 
ſhadow, or as a dream when one awaketh, may 
he © ſupply all your need according to his 
* riches in glory by Chriſt Jeſhs +.” 


Let me ſpeak a word to the children, who 
partake of this charity, and I have done, 


My Young Friends, 


I can make very reaſonable allowance for 
your tender years, and the little knowledge or 
experience you can be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs. 
Let there are duties which you are capable of 
underſtanding, and, if you can underſtand, you 
may practiſe them. You well know there is a 
God, who made and preſerves you ; who is ready 
to forgive your offences, when you are careful 
not to repeat them, and that Jeſus Chriſt, his 
Son, lived and died in order to ſave you. You 
have been told of another life after the preſent, 
and that every man will be happy or miſerable 
in a future ſtate, according as he is good or bad 
in this. You have been taught not only to read 
the Bible, but to value it as the beſt book which 


Ads x, 4. + Phil, iv, 19. 
| can 
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ean be put into your hands, to make you with 


for time and eternity., 
{ 


Let theſe plain and important things be fixed 
in your memory. Always live as you know, in 
your conſcience, you ought. Let no bad words, 
-no curſing or ſwearing, be heard from your 
lips. Behave to one another with decency, love, 
and kindneſs: avoid quarrels, and whatever 
would provoke anger, jealouſy, or ill-will. Try 
who can excel moſt in what is honourable'and 
uſeful. Be regular in obſerving the rules of 
the charity, and attentive and obedient to the 
commands of your governors, Learn to pity 
and pray for children who remain in ignorance, 
while you, by a kind Providence, have many 
good things to enjoy. Never ſuffer yourſelves 
to be idle and diſgraced, when you ought to be 
| diligent. Be careful not to offend in 7itle 
things, for you have juſt heard, they lead on to 
greater. And if reproved, bear it with pati- 
ence; for though it may ſeem diſagreeable, 
your good only 1s intended. Do not omit to 
thank God daily for his mercies, and be humble 
in your ſpirit and manner, remembering that you 
are educated by the hand of Charity. Let theſe 
your generous benefactors have reaſon to ſay, 

** your improvement keeps pace with your ad- 
(e van- 


„ 
vantages.“ And ſince they cannot always ve 
preſent to witneſs your behaviour, recollect, 
my beloved, one ſhort and necellary maxim 
that God * you, 


4010 _ * in mind theſe We direc- 
tions, and endeavour to live up to theit i impor- 
tzance, your character will be an exception to 
that melancholy proverb, childhood and 
youth are vanity *.” Then, like the amiable 
Jeſus, you will increaſe in wiſdom and ſtature, 
and in favour with God and men +,—— What 
can I fay more? You will be dear to that af- 
fectionate Saviour, who, taking children in his 
arms, condeſcended to bleſs them. You will 
be fit for every ſervice or ſuffering for a uſe- 
-Ful life, if it pleaſe heaven to ſpare you—or for 
an early grave, if, like many as young and 
active as yourſelves, | you _ as the tender 
2 in ſpring. | << | 


kee. xi, 10. + Luke ii, 52. 


The End. 
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